
How is the Conference Site Location Selected?

Hello all – hard to believe that our Franklin, TN Conference is already 2 months in the rear view mirror. 
I hope that the rest of your summer was great and that everyone is healthy. I was asked the site selection
question frequently during the Conference and thought I’d share with you how the Conference site is
selected. We do not just throw a dart at a map and say “Eureka!” and plant a flag – there are a number of
factors that are considered in selecting the best available site to hold our Conferences:

Proximity to international airport
Proximity to major children’s hospital
Ballroom that accommodates at least 400-500 people, and also provides wheelchair access in between
the tables (at least 15,000 square feet – not easy to find)
Budget/Fair Pricing (which usually rules out major tourist cities such as NY, Boston, Washington, DC and
Orlando, to name a few, because hotels in those venues are less likely to negotiate/reduce their typical
rates because they can fill their venues year-round with groups willing and able to pay full price)

Note: This also affects the dates of the Conference. For instance, the July 4th weekend from the past
Conference was selected specifically because ASF obtained a substantial room/food price reduction
compared to what it would have cost on a non-holiday weekend. Combined with the fact that many of our
families have a few days off over the July 4th week/weekend, and don’t have to take as much time off from
work means it is more financially feasible for more families to attend the Conference. A well-attended
Conference benefits all attendees by expanding the pool of families, opinions, speakers, hacks, etc.

Past Conference locations historically were repeated for two straight Conferences for continuity purposes.
This made it so future Conference Co-Chairs/Committees did not have to re-invent the wheel every 2 years,
exploring new hotels, negotiating new contracts and securing volunteers for Child Care, speakers for the
Agenda Sessions and miscellaneous other issues (like finding a DJ and other party-planning more easily
done when in the same location). Currently, we are reviewing location data from attendees from our last 2
Conferences.  This is being done to investigate and pinpoint the most central location in the U.S. for our next
Conference(s). We’ll let you know as soon as we have pinpointed our next site.

I also wanted to say thank you to all those who answered the call to volunteer your time to the ASF. 
We are in the process of setting up a more structured set of teams, which will focus on our 5 main goals: 
1) Conference 2) Supporting New Families 3) Research/Scientific 4) Fundraising and 5) Website/Social Media.
We appreciate your time and efforts in helping us create and expand these areas, in order to better meet the
needs of our families.
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This year’s fundraiser was a 50's theme. It was held it at
The Palazzo Grande, in Shelby Township, Michigan. 
It was a dinner and dance, with funds raised through ticket
sales, raffles, silent auctions, a booze raffle, and a 50/50.
We raised $24,363 total.  We used $1,000 for next year’s
fundraiser deposit and then split the rest, half to the
Aicardi Syndrome Foundation and the other half to the
Sadie McCann Fund. 

This is our 14th annual Dinner and Dance and before that
we did a Fall Fun Day Fundraiser for 9 years. We do this in
memory of Jenna and try to get it as close as we can to her
birthday, which is March 13th. She was with us for our
original fundraisers when we did the Fall Fun Days. Next
year will be a 80's theme Fundraiser held on March 21,
2026. 

Jenna’s Jig 2025

 

Hi There! We're the Bond Family! Lucas and Aimee, Caroline (Aicardi girl, 
age 3) and little sister Lilah (age 14 months). We're from Morgantown, WV
but Lucas and I both grew up in Ohio and still have lots of family there. 
We love to spend time outside, go hiking, Caroline loves swings, we are
involved with our local church, we love having friends and family over to
our house, and working on all kinds of projects together. 

We attended our first Aicardi Family Conference this past July and were
overwhelmed with joy and gratitude. The first day was overwhelming but in
a good way, and we definitely understood the feelings that so many have
shared about gaining a greater understanding of "This Aicardi Life" we live.

Lucas attended the sibling panel, and we could not get over how so many
of these amazing young people are so mature, thoughtful, and self-
sacrificing. We have such hope for Lilah and any other children that
become part of our family to grow up to exemplify such qualities! 

I think our feelings and thoughts about the conference can be summed up
pretty well by saying I immediately wanted to start spending time working
with the committee, and Lucas looked at me on the second night of the
conference and said "I want to come to as many of these as we possibly
can." 

Meet the Bond Family: “Our First Conference”  


